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NATIONAL INITIATIVE FOR DIGITAL CREATION IN THEATRE  
RECEIVES $250,000 GRANT 

 
The Digital Alchemy Creation Lab (DACL) is proud to announce that they are the 
recipients of a $250,000 Digital Strategy Fund Grant from the Canada Council for the 
Arts to put digital creation tools and strategies in the hands of theatre artists. Beth 
Kates will lead the [MODULES] - a national teaching initiative, designed to provide 
theatre artists hands-on exposure to available and emerging technologies 
(projection design tools, Virtual Reality tools, etc), and strategies to integrate them into 
the creation processes of ideation, playwriting, directing, and dramaturgy of 
theatre-based works. 
 
DACL is a creative collaboration researching the intersections of digital design, the 
emerging technologies of Augmented Reality (AR), Virtual Reality (VR), and creative 
storytelling with theatre and performance. DACL is a partnership between trailblazing 
theatrical designer Beth Kates of Playground Studios  who serves as its artistic 
director and founder, and Playwrights’ Workshop Montréal (PWM), led by Artistic & 
Executive Director Emma Tibaldo. Core partners include Gil Garratt, Artistic Director, 
Blyth Festival; Brian Drader, Executive Director, Manitoba Association of 
Playwrights; and Heidi Taylor, Artistic & Executive Director, Playwrights Theatre 
Centre. Focusing on practice-based experimentation with artists, technologists, 
academics and other community members, the partnership was created out of a shared 
interest in examining the state of digital creation tools and digital dramaturgy. 
 
“It began as a conversation 10 years ago and it is now a reality. We are all incredibly 
excited by the possibilities of discovery and the new horizon these conversations across 
Canada will reveal” say Kates and Tibaldo. 
 
The goal of the [MODULES] is to explore the contributions of these emerging digital 
practices to the evolution of theatre-making across the country, while building the 
skills and knowledge base of playwrights, dramaturgs and other theatre-makers. 
The [MODULE] will travel across Canada in 2020, engaging with more than 20 
theatre-makers and artist groups in Blyth, Montreal, Winnipeg and Vancouver. This 
dynamic and active 5-day research/creation process explores the possibilities of digital 
tools. At the conclusion of the [MODULES], DACL will launch an open-source website at 
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dacreationlab.com that will disseminate the outcomes from each [MODULE] to the 
larger theatre and performance community, as well as generate a vibrant networking 
and information platform. The first [MODULE] will be in Blyth, Ontario in February 
2020. Stay tuned for “Calls For Participation” in the future [MODULES]. 
 
The remaining [MODULES] are: 
Montreal - August 24th to 28th, 2020 
Winnipeg - September 28th to Oct 2nd, 2020 
Vancouver - October 26th to Oct 30th, 2020 
 
DACL acknowledges the support of this initiative by the following companies and artistic 
leaders: Associated Designers of Canada, Concordia University (Institute for Urban 
Futures), Horizon Solutions, NAC Indigenous Theatre (Kevin Loring), SpiderwebShow, 
University of Calgary (School for the Creative and Performing Arts & Computer 
Science), York University (Prof. Ian Garrett), Le PARC: Performance Arts Research 
Cluster, One Truck Theatre, Pat The Dog Theatre. 
  
Bios: Beth Kates is an award-winning theatrical Lighting, Set, Costume and Projection 
Designer, Digital Dramaturg. She is the Creative Director of Playground Studios a 
design firm she started with Ben Chaisson that is dedicated to creative innovation with 
traditional and emerging theatrical tools, as well as producing original work and offering 
a full spectrum of design and project management services. Starting in rock and roll at 
14, Beth has designed 100’s of productions across the country and around the world for 
theatres including the Shaw Festival, The Grand, Vertigo, and the National Arts Centre, 
working with Jillian Keiley, Jackie Maxwell, Daniel Brooks, Peter Hinton, Paul 
Thompson, and many other inspiring Canadian and international artists. She has taught 
and lectured extensively at institutions including The Prague Quadrennial, The National 
Theatre School and The Banff Centre for Arts and Creativity. She is a mom, and is also 
the Multiple Reality Iitomo (the one who walks in front) for World Stage Design 2021 in 
Calgary, where she will be overseeing the curation of the different realities being 
engaged with in international stage design. Full bio: http://bit.ly/BethKatesBio  
 
Founded in 1963, Playwrights’ Workshop Montréal is a nationally-mandated 
theatre development centre based in Montréal led by a team of renowned dramaturgs 
and arts administrators. While theatre has been at the core of what we do for over 50 
years, our work now encompasses other forms of devised and interdisciplinary 
performance. In addition to seeking collaborations across diverse artistic traditions, we 
are strongly committed to supporting works which reflect a wide range of cultural 
identities and lived experiences. This commitment extends to our work in theatre 
translation, through which we play a key role in creating cultural conversations across 
Canada’s official-language communities and beyond. 
 
DACL acknowledges the contribution of the Canada Council for the Arts’ Digital 
Strategy Fund in the producing of this initiative.  
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